1909]            The Emperor amuses Himself at Kiel

else could. He gave the impression of a child playing in a
garden oblivious of the approaching storm. After so many
checks he should have retired immediately without hiding
behind a thousand excuses and reasons. He ought to have
persisted in his resignation and not come back from Kiel to
the Chancellery in Berlin.

"This attitude would have been understood and applauded
by his friends and above all by the German public, and
would have been respected abroad. Unhappily for him, and
what is worse for us, Bulow falls in a painful manner. Love
of power and the habits of Court prevent him from adopting
the frank tone which he should and from having the requisite
energy for making a resolve.**

As you see, Bulow hasn't got a good press and the Emperor
believes himself to be stronger than he is in acting as he does.
In high places they must intentionally leave him in a con-
dition of prodigious illusionment for things to be as they
are. For instance, at Kiel this week where he is only amusing
himself, and this staying far away from his capital where,
however, his presence is so badly needed. I am convinced
that he adjourned the Chancellor's crisis only to give himself
time to make his trip to Norway. Let's hope he doesn't
pay too dearly for this.

Klemitz, 8//z July, 1909.

At Berlin the comedy continues. Biilow leaves but he's
still always there, and the Emperor continues to amuse him-
self at Kiel. The picture I am drawing is dreadfully sad but
unfortunately true. I have received a very long letter from
_the Grand Duchess of Baden who is also very anxious . . .
she doesn't appear to take into account the Government's
responsibility for the present crisis. None the less this
responsibility is very considerable. The Government's biggest
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